Standards-based Reading Questions
for
Mpystery of the Missing Candlestick
By June Weltman

Teaches across the county are required to address reading standards. Each state
gives these standadsuniquenumbers, yet the conaepts taughtare universal. The
guestionsthat accompany this youngadolescent novd, Mystery of the Missing
Candlestick, address the reading standads of main idea, cause and effect, plot and
character development, conflict, word andysis, relevant details, comparing and
contrasting, vaidity and accuracy of information, and author® purpos. Thenovd is
appropriate reading for studentsin grades 5 through 8 yet can be enjoyed by all
mystery fans

Thequestionsreflect standadsutilized in Floridds current Sundhine State
Standards Benchmarks (http://www.firn.edu/dodmenul/sss.htm).

When students comprehend text, they are able to identify events that advance the
plot and determine how the story@ events explain past and present actions Students
mug be able to andyze characters and their actions. By reading awide variety of
literature, students make connections acquire new information, and develop an
undestanding of how other people think. Thefollowing questionswill alow students
to demondrate tha they comprehend Mystery of the Missing Candlestick.
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1. Wha isthemain idea of Mystery of the Missing Candlestick?
a. Three girls had thar vacation ruined by a theft.
b. Three girls solved a mystery while on vacation.
c. Threegirlsenjoy avacationin St. Augudine, Florida
d. Threegirlsmet alot of interesting people while on vacation.

2. What caused Mr. Weisne to be distressed?
a. Hishouskeeper quit.
b. Hishous was broken into.
c. Hissynagoguehad athéft.
d. Hisgranddaighter cameto visit.

3. What was oneeffect of Mirand&3 solving the candlestick mystery?
Two families were reunited.

Thegirls were able to go home.

Thepriest was able to light candles agan.

Thepriest was able to return the candlestick to the church.
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4. How werethetwo candlesticks ssimilar?
a. They were bath used in the church.
b. Theboth had asymbol onthebottom.
c. They were bath madein St. Augugine
d. They both had bdongel to Mr. Weisner.

5. Which of thefollowing best suppots this statement:
St. Augugineisacity with much history.
a. Thereisaninternaiond airport.
b. There are many towristsin thecity.
c. Thereisevidence of Spanish culture.
d. There are many museums and historical tours.

6. Wha makes Mirandasuspiciousof Father Donald?
a. Hehas acandlestick collection.
b. Heisawaysbengseen in tourist locations
c. Hetells Mirandatha deective work is dangerous
d. He wants Mirandato stop looking for the candlestick.

7. Mirandafounda paper with a series of numbeasonit. Why were the numbers important?
a. They told thethieves address and trolley schedule.
b. They told what time the thievesOplane would leave.
c. They showed an address where Mrs. Orlov visited frequently.
d. They showed thetime and place where the thieves would meet.



8. Why did theman in the basebd | card store drop a basebadl card in Leila@ purse?
a. toged he putinjall
b. so hewould notbenoticed stealing
c. tomake he and her friendsleave St. Augugine
d. sothepdicewould notwatch his gang anymore

9. Wha makestheparty at themuseum atarget for thethieves?
a amudgc boxcollection
b. acandlestick collection
c. an exhibit of antiquesilver
d. alargeamountof gold and silver

10. How were thethefts at the synagogueand the church similar?
a. Two candlesticks were stolen.
b. Theewasnosignof abreak in.
c. Therewasaslver candlestick stolen.
d. Two boyswere seen running fromthe scene

11. How does Leiladiffer from Mirandaand Rebecca?
a. Lelaisboycrazy.
b. Lellasolves mysteries.
c. Lelaisinterested in history.
d. Lellaisinterested in basebdl cards

12. What isachdice?
awinecup

amusc box

a candlestick
areligiousornament
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13. From1565D1763wha county ruled St. Augugine?
a. Span
b. France
c. America
d. Engand

14. Wha did the caricature artist ask to do with the picture hedrew of Leila?
a. mail it to her when shearrived home
b. redoit andhaveit ready thefollowing week
c. takeitto anart showand mail it to her home
d. takeapictureof it for his catalogueand ddiver it to her later



15. Wha does theword faltered mean in the sentence bd ow?
Orhebutterfly faltered. Then beating its wingsfurioudy, it continued onitsway.O
a fel
b. flew
c. stoppal
d. hesitated

16. Which of thefollowingis a characteristic of Rebecca?
boy crazy

ahistory lover

asolver of mysteries

jealousof Mirandaand Leila@ friendship
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17. Mirandasees amonk who shethinksistheartist. Wha led he to thisconduson?
a. Hehad thesame build.
b. Hehad pantonhishands
c. Hewascarryingagym bag.
d. Hewaswearing sneakers spotted with pant.

18. What did Mirandafind while touring the historic house in the Spanish
Quarter?
a. abag of old gym clothes
b. ablack gymbag full of books
c. abag containingasilver candestick
d. agoldwinecup stolen fromthechurch

19. Wha hgppened to Mirandawhen shewas visiting Ft. Matanzas?
a. Shewaspuded into avan.
b. Shefel and sprained her ankle.
c. Shewaspuded over astonewall.
d. Shefell into apit with an adligaor.

20. Which isareason tha Mirandadoes NOT suspect tha Ms. Orlovisinvolved
in thethefts?
a Sheseeshe listening to Miranda convesations
b. Sheseeshe inthewindowof ahous in the Spanish Quarter.
c. Shewatches her disappear into a secret roomin the Spanish Quarter.
d. Sheclaimsshedoen't knowtheartist, yet has a convesation with him.

21. Wha made Mirandathink that the thieves were getting ready to leave the
county?
a. Mrs. Orlov disappeared.
b. Thetrolley company shutdown.
c. Thepaty at themussumwas over.
d. Thebasebdl card shopwas emptied out



22. Wha makes Mirandathink that thethieves will try to steal thesilver at theparty?
Theartist® van had a CCateringGsign painted oniit.

Brian was at the party location with a black gym bag.

Thetrolley with Ms. Orlov andthe artist was cruising owly past the museum.
Peter and hisfriendswere standing and watching the museum where the party
wasto behdd.
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23. (Short Respon®): At the beginning of thestory, an airplanelanding at the St. Augugine
airport almog causes an accident. How does this foreshadow the ending of the story?

24. (Extended Respon®): Severa charactersin the story frequently show upin different
places tha Mirandathinksare unusud places for them to be Describe several of these
stuaions



GRADES 3-5
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Sunshine State Standards Benchmarks
(http://www.firn.edu/dogdmenu/sss.htm)

GRADES 6 -8
LA.A.13.2Pmainidea
LA.E.2.2.1 Bcause/effect
LA.E.2.2.1 Bcause/effect
LA.A.2.2.7 BDcompae/contrast
LA.A.2.3.8 bvalidity and accuracy of
information
LA.E2.2.1 - cause/effect
LA.E.2.2.1 Bcause/effect
LA.A.2.3.1 Ddeails
LA.A.2.3.1 brelevant ddails
LA.E.2.2.7 Bcompare/contrast
LA.A.2.3.1 Brelevant ddails
LA.A.1.3.2 bandyze words
LA.A.2.3.1Bbrelevant ddails
LA.A.2.3.1 Bbrelevant ddails
LA.A.1.3.2 Bwordsin context
LA.E.2.3.1 Bcharacter development
LA.E.2.3.1 Dsuppoting details
LA.A.2.3.1Bbrelevant ddails
LA.A.2.2.1 Bdetails
LA.E.2.2.1 Bcause/effect
LA.E.2.2.1 Bcause/effect
LA.E2.2.1 - cause/effect
LA.E.2.3.1 Dbplot development
LA.E.2.3.1 Bcharacter development
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13.a
14.d
15.d
16.d
17.d
18.b
19.c
20.c
21.d
22.a
23.Theairport isimportant at the beginning and the ending of the story. Thepilotwhois
flyinginisalso thepilot whowill fly thethieves out of St. Augudinewith thestolen
goods
24 Artist
a. Bringsthepicture to the hous and talks with Ms. Orlov.
b. Mirandaand Randy follow theartist in themonk®@robeon St. George Street.
He has pant spatered on his shoes and he carriesa gym bag.
c. Mirandasees him peering throughthe windowinto the historic hous in the
Spanish Quarter after shefindsthegym bag.
d. Mirandaspotstheartist driving the van south along the beach toward Ft.
Matanzas.

a. Herunsoutof theLightner MuseunvVCity Hall after thethdt.

b. Mirandathinkssherecognizes the same boy running down the stairs of the
St. AuguginelLighthous.

Mirandalooksover thewall and sees Steven shaking Peter.
Mirandaoverhears a conveasation between Peter and another boy and then
follows him into the building.

Qo



Father Frank
a. Mirandasees him with aminister at another church while thegirlsareona
trolley rideto the Alligaor Farm.
b. Mirandarecognizes his voice benhind adoorin an office where shethinks
Peter mightbe

Ms. Orlov
a. Mirandasees her standing near awindowtha opensto the porch where the
girls have been talking and visiting.
b. Mirandasees he standingin thewindowof ahous in the historic district.

Pilot
a. Mirandafirst sees he getingoutof theairplanethen sees her agan outside of
the Cathedral talking with a man and then walking away.
b. Mirandaalso seesapriest in ablack cassock follow the pilot away fromthe
Cathedral.

a  Mirandafirst encouniers him after coming out of the Cathedral. He(3
amongthetourists and talks with the pilot.

b. Mirandasees him getting off thetrolley and walking toward thevan
marked QCatering,Owhich is parked next to the Lightner Museum.



